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Our text today gives us more insight into what is for many 
a difficult concept in Scripture – God’s wrath.  We see ... 
  

The seven bowls of wrath ...  
 

... show God’s strong & settled opposition to evil 
I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: 
seven angels with the seven last plagues – last 
because with them, God’s wrath is completed  (15:1) 

 

... are a consequence of violating God’s law 
After this I looked and in heaven the temple, that is, 
the tabernacle of the Testimony, was opened.  Out of 
the temple came seven angels .... dressed in clean, 
shining linen (15:5) 

 

... help interpret our broken world  
- seals:  why Christians suffer 

 

- trumpets: why God allows brokenness 
 

- bowls: point to the “finish” of God’s wrath  
 

... confronts us with wrath’s severity  
The first angel went and poured out his bowl ... (Rev. 
16:2 also, 16:3,4,8,10,12,17) 

 

We are reminded of ...  
 

... the justness of judgment 
You are just in these judgments, you who are and who 
were, the Holy One .... for they have shed the blood of 
your saints and prophets, and you have given them 
blood to drink as they deserve  (16:6) 

 

... God’s desire for repentance 
... they refused to repent and glorify him ....  they 
refused to repent of what they had done.  (16:4,7) 

 

... another way God’s wrath is “finished” 
Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit. (Jn. 19:30) 
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