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Our text today helps us “reevaluate reality” by picturing
some important truths that encourage us to remain
faithful, even when things are hard. In our text ...

We are encouraged by being reminded that ...

. heaven is our ultimate destiny (vs. 1-5, 13)

. there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount

Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his
Father’s name written on their foreheads....

. God is working with us (vs. 6-7)
Then | saw another angel flying in midair, and he had
the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the
earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. He
said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory,
because the hour of his judgment has come ....

. every Babylon will fall (vs. 8)
A second angel followed and said, “Fallen! Fallen is
Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink
the maddening wine of her adulteries.” (vs. 8)

. we must decide to follow Jesus (vs. 9-12)

A third angel ... said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships
the beast and his image and receives his mark ... he,
too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury, which has been
poured full strength into the cup of his wrath...

. salvation and judgment are real (vs. 14-20)
I looked, and there before me was ... one “like a son of
man” with ... a sharp sickle in his hand. Then another
angel ... called in a loud voice ... “Take your sickle and
reap, because the time to reap has come ...

Another angel came ... and he too had a sharp sickle.
Still another angel ... called in a loud voice ..., “Take
your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes
from the earth’s vine ....” The angel swung his sickle
on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into
the great winepress of God’s wrath. They were
trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood
flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses’
bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia.
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