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The sea beast =

The sea beast = political power gone astray... gone astray...

. Is empowered by the devil
The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne
and great authority.... (13:2)

. works against God’s desires
He opens his mouth to blaspheme God .... (13:6)

. attacks God’s people
He was given power to make war against the saints
and to conquer them. (13:7)

The earth beast = religion gone astray ...

. calls people away from God
He ... made the earth and its inhabitants worship the
first beast... (13:12)

. has the appearance of spirituality
... he performed great and miraculous signs even
causing fire to come down” (13:13)

. uses power to force conformity

... cause all who refused to worship the image to be
killed. He also forced everyone to receive a mark ...
so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the
mark... it is a man’s number .... 666.” (13:15-18)

This reminds us as God’s people ...

. of the danger of over-trusting politics

. of the danger of religion

. of our citizenship in the Kingdom of God

. of our call to follow the way of the Lamb
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